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and carry out deception operations that target enemy preconceptions about US air strategies and 

capabilities. The team will concentrate on providing misinformation to the enemy and tricking 

them into believing false information about the USAF. When the battle for air superiority begins, 

these misconceptions will surprise and/or paralyze the enemy, giving the US the advantage to 

destroy threats and gain control of the air. Additionally, deception teams are a reasonable 

solution in a time when the Air Force has to do more with less. The cost of a five-person team is 

significantly cheaper than the cost of more aircraft or equipment in a lengthy air battle.  

 Creating deception teams is an important start to incorporating a psychological element 

of war into US strategy, but it is not enough. USAF members need more training in the 

importance of deception and its uses, as well as some deception operations integrated into AF 

exercises.156 Developing these ideas now will facilitate deception’s use with future leaders. In 

The Strategy of Indirect Approach, Sir B.H. Liddell Hart wrote that when commanders focus on 

the tactical elements of execution, they forget to incorporate the psychological elements of 

war.157 Integrating deception tactics into exercises and training will foster an environment where 

commanders can use all of their available resources, to include the mental elements, and be able 

to use diverse tactics to defeat enemies. The USAF should not squander the deception lessons 

from OB and ODS; they should build upon these practices and promote deception as a viable 

tool to help defeat enemies.158 

 People throughout the world use deception everyday. Some, like magicians, even get paid 

for it. The audience enjoys being tricked and cannot believe their eyes when they are surprised. 

What people do not know is that magicians are typically setting up for their next trick while 

performing the previous trick to keep the audience member’s eyes diverted from the setup 

area.159 Deception teams will be doing the same, setting up for the ruse while enemies are not 
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